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1.

Introduction

1.1.

Survey Rationale
The purpose of this report is to provide recommendations with regard to managing
the site formerly known as Hendy Cricket Club and Ground (Figure 1) as a local
nature reserve following a successful grant application to the Landfill Disposal Tax
Community Scheme (LDTS).
Llanedi Community Council (LCC) as applicant and landowner want to enhance the
existing community space (central grid reference SN58094 03403) through the
creation of a nature trail, bird hide and interpretation panels to encourage local
residents to the reserve and celebrate the ecological diversity of the area. Therefore
the report focuses on providing recommendations on four main elements of the
nature reserve, including:





Wildlife Potential
Bird Hide
Future surveys &
Habitat management

Figure 1: Hendy Cricket Club and grounds study site.
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2.

Study Site

2.1.

Site Assessment
The study site consists of part of the former grounds of Hendy Cricket Club, which
have become neglected in recent years, enabling semi-natural habitats and
vegetation to develop.
Although relatively small in area, c.1.4ha, the study site is able to support a wide
range of different species due to its location and mosaic of habitat types, including:





2.2.

Semi-improved Neutral Grassland
Reedbed and Fen
Scrub
Broadleaved Woodland

Semi-improved Neutral Grassland
This is the dominant habitat type within the study site and consists of species such as
Yorkshire Fog (Holcus lanatus), Black Knapweed (Centaurea nigra) and soft rush
(Juncus effusus). Open, sunnier areas of the habitat along the south facing bund and
the former cricket ground itself appear to offer greater floristic diversity than the
shaded grassland to the north and east of the bund.
The grassland habitat has the capacity to support a number of flora and invertebrate
species such as the Common Carder Bee (Bombus pascuorum) (Plate 1) and Redtailed Bumble Bee (Bombus lapidarius) as well as the Meadow Brown (Maniola
jurtina), Common Blue (Polyommatus icarus) (Plate 2) and Ringlet (Aphantopus
hyperantus) butterflies. Orchids (Dactylorhiza spp) were recorded in the grassland
during the walkover survey, suggesting a good soil structure and species
composition.
In addition to invertebrates the grassland has the potential to support small
mammals such as Field Vole (Microtus agrestis) and Pygmy Shrew (Sorex minutus)
which are in turn predated by species such as Fox (Vulpes vulpes), Barn Owl (Tyto
alba) and Kestrel (Falco tinnunculus).
Given the grasslands connectivity to scrub and reedbed habitat, it may also be
suitable to support Grass Snake (Natrix natrix), Common Lizard (Zootoca vivipara)
and Slow Worm (Anguis fragilis).
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2.3.

Reedbed and Fen
Reedbed is the dominant habitat to the south of the study site and has the capacity
to support breeding conditions required by a number of specialised summer migrant
and resident bird species such as Reed Bunting (Emberiza schoeniclus), Reed Warbler
(Acrocephalus scirpaceus) and Sedge Warbler (Acrocephalus schoenobaenus). In
winter the reedbed habitat could support a number of wader and wildfowl species
such as Water Rail (Rallus aquaticus) and even Bittern (Botaurus stellaris).
The reedbed offers ideal foraging opportunities for species such as House Martin
(Delichon urbicum) and Swallow (Hirundo rustica) which can be seen in good
numbers during summer months.
Mammal species such as Water Vole (Arvicola amphibius) and Harvest Mouse
(Micromys minutus) may also be present in the dense reedbed habitat where they
survive periods of flooding through the creation of above ground nests.
A marsh and fen habitat can be found at the centre of the study site and offers ideal
habitat for amphibians and invertebrates. The fen community is developing areas of
scrub and trees, which further increases the diversity of the site and also has the
potential to support Cetti Warbler (Cettia cetti).

2.4.

Scrub and Broadleaved Woodland
These two habitats combined play an important role in the site’s biodiversity
potential and can be found predominantly toward the eastern edge of the site as
well as in patches throughout. Mature trees consist of species such as Oak (Quercus
sp) and Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) with a shrub layer of Willow (Salix spp) and Hazel
(Corylus avellana).
The relatively narrow tree line of the eastern boundary has the potential to support
other flora as well as Fungi, Invertebrates as well as typical woodland and garden
bird species such as Great Spotted Woodpecker (Dendrocopos major), Nuthatch (Sita
europaea) and Coal Tit (Periparus ater).
Denser patches of scrub offer breeding habitat for a host of summer and resident
bird species such as Bullfinch (Pyrrhula pyrrhula), Dunnock (Prunella modularis) and
Blackcap (Sylvia atricapilla).
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3.

Methodology

3.1.

Survey
A field visit walkover survey was conducted by an experienced ecologist (Robert
Jones Parry) along with the Community Council’s Clerk (David Davies) and
Community Development Officer (Ruth Davies) on June 12 th 2019 under suitable
weather conditions.
The site survey consisted of a walk along the proposed nature trail route so that a
fuller assessment of the site and the proposals could be made.
No standardised ecological surveys were undertaken during the site visit and any
species recorded were anecdotal records and do not represent an exhaustive
account of the site’s biodiversity.

Plate 1: Common Blue butterfly feeding on
Marsh Orchid.

Plate 2: Common Carder Bee feeding
on Bluebell.
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4.

Site Recommendations and Considerations

4.1.

Nature Trail
A major element of the project is the installation of an all-access pathway so that
more people in the community can visit and enjoy the local wildlife. To ensure the
project is successful in terms of wildlife enhancement and community involvement it
is recommended that:
1) The newly resurfaced nature trail keeps to the existing circular path present
on the site (Figure 2). This existing path provides the best views of the
different habitats and wildlife present at the site. As the path is well used by
local residents already there will be minimum disturbance to the habitat and
wildlife.
2) Care should be taken when resurfacing not to unnecessarily remove
vegetation as the survey identified that the bund in particular hosted a
number of wildflower species.
3) When undertaking resurfacing works ensure that heavy machinery is
restricted to the footprint of the nature trail and are not allowed to traverse
scrub or other important habitats on the site.
4) Vegetation scraped from the ground to make way for resurfacing should not
be deposited on habitats adjacent to the nature trail as this has the potential
to damage the habitat and decrease the biodiversity value of the area.
5) Interpretation panels should be positioned at either side of the nature trail to
illustrate to visitors the importance of the nature reserve for wildlife. Given
that the site is currently well-used by local residents it is important that
interpretation be in-keeping with the area and not too conspicuous.

4.2.

Bird Hide
The project aims to install a bird hide to offer greater opportunities for visitors to see
wildlife up close in their natural habitat. This will help inspire visitors about wildlife
as well as offer additional educational outcomes for schools and enhance wildlife
survey and monitoring techniques. To ensure the best outcomes for wildlife and the
community it is recommended that:
1) The bird hide be located on top of the existing bund (Figure 2) at grid
reference (SN58096 03371) overlooking the dense reedbed habitat and
creek. This area provides an ideal location to view reedbed, open water,
grassland and scrub habitat offering the greatest opportunity to see wildlife
without causing undue harm or disturbance.
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2) It is recommended that the Bird Hide be fitted with wheelchair friendly bays
(Figure 3) so that all in the community can benefit.
3) As well as suitable leaning shelves and opening windows, it is recommended
that further educational interpretation, bird guide posters, recording form
and rubbish bin be placed in the bird hide. These should be maintained on a
regular basis.
4) Bird nest boxes and bat roost boxes can be fitted externally to the bird hide
or can be built into the bird hide design.
5) Efforts should be made to ensure that the bird hide windows are closed in
the evenings to ensure that rain doesn’t ingress and damage the structure
and also to ensure that birds such as Swallows do not nest in the structure
during the summer. If the latter was to happen it is recommended that a lock
be placed on the door and the bird hide remain out-of-bounds to users for
the rest of the breeding season.
6) It is likely that the bird hide will suffer from vandalism and misuse at some
stage and it is recommended that the landowner have a contingency plan in
place to deal with this scenario. This could involve a number of things
including a volunteer warden opening and closing the bird hide on specific
days, or through access via a code. It is also recommended that a poster be
erected within the bird hide with information of where people can report
antisocial behaviour.
7) Given the additional expense and liability involved in raised hides it is not
recommended that the bird hide be raised any further above the height of
the bund itself. This height is sufficient to see across much of the reedbed
habitat. However, additional support infrastructure may be necessary if the
bird hide sticks out beyond the width of the bund.
8) It is recommended that only a small bird hide be necessary (Figure 3) for the
purposes of the nature reserve.
9) It would normally be recommended to screen the access to and from the bird
hide not to cause disturbance to the wildlife and the people already in the
bird hide itself. However, given the fact that the bund is already well-used by
walkers there would potentially be negative repercussions locally within the
community if the view over the reedbed was to be restricted in any way.
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4.3.

Surveys and Monitoring
Managing the habitat for wildlife and people’s enjoyment of wildlife is most
effectively undertaken when there is sufficient evidence of the species already using
the habitats. Therefore, to provide long-term ecological data for habitat
management purposes it is recommended that:
1) A local volunteer group is established to help manage the nature reserve and
undertake annual wildlife and habitat monitoring surveys.
2) Volunteers should be trained by an appropriate ecologist to increase their
skills and confidence in recording and should follow standard survey and
monitoring techniques.
3) It is recommended that a Phase 1 Habitat Survey be undertaken on the site
to determine the different habitats present and their current extent. This
information will help create a baseline habitat map which will be used for
future management of the site.
4) Fixed point photography points should be set up at the nature reserve so that
the development of the habitats can been viewed over the long-term. Fixed
point photography relies on capturing regular images of the same location
over a season (and over a number of years) so that the development of a site
can be chartered. This will identify if one particular habitat type is becoming
more dominant than others, or if habitat management works have been
successful.
5) Breeding Bird Surveys (BBS) are a good way of identifying the different
species utilising the site for breeding. The surveys are undertaken during the
spring months and record the birds seen or heard along a specific transect.
Given the well-worn path along the bund, it is recommended that a simple
bird survey transect be established and a monthly bird survey undertaken.
6) Winter bird surveys are also recommended due to the importance of the
wetland habitat and the possibility of it being used by rare species such as
Bittern or other waders.
7) It is recommended that a baseline ecological survey be undertaken. This will
involve recording the wildlife present on the site including birds, vegetation
and mammals. This could be undertaken in conjunction with volunteer
training and the Phase 1 Habitat Survey and provides a baseline for future
monitoring programmes and habitat management.
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4.4.

Habitat Management
With any new site of importance for wildlife, it is recommended that intrusive and
potentially destructive habitat management practices be kept to a minimum until
detailed knowledge of the site and its species composition are known. With that in
mind the following habitat management actions are recommended.
1) Scrub habitat including willow should be kept at its current extent on site.
This enables some areas of scrub to prevail but ensures that it doesn’t
become over dominant in any of the grassland and fen habitats.
2) Instead of digging a pond on site, it is recommended that efforts be made to
manage the adjacent open water ditch / creek to ensure it stays an open
water body where it attracts a different array of wildlife and is in a highly
visible location, being overlooked by the bird hide.
3) To ensure the grassland habitat is enhanced it is recommended that an
annual cutting programme be introduced. Cutting of the grassland should be
undertaken in August / September and only ¾ of the grassland habitat should
be cut in any one year. This programme ensures that scrub encroachment is
kept at bay, whilst ensuring that species have time to flower and set seed and
that there is always areas of long grass available for overwintering
invertebrates.
4) Grass cuttings should be removed from the ground to prevent nutrient
enrichment and rank grasses becoming dominant. If cuttings cannot be
removed from site it is recommended that a designated compost heap is
located in the wider area of the former cricket ground where the grass
cuttings can be deposited. The compost heap could then act as an important
egg laying habitat for Grass Snake.
5) It is recommended that bird nest boxes and bat roost boxes be made and
erected on suitable trees within the study site.
6) It is recommended that prior to any potentially destructive practices being
undertaken on site, liaison with Natural Resources Wales (NRW) and
Carmarthenshire County Council (CCC) should take place regarding protected
species and necessary licenses.
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Figure 2: Study site showing nature trail and proposed location of bird hide.

Figure 3: Example small bird hide (3.6m x 2.6m) with disabled access. Photo from Custom
Made Wooden Buildings Ltd (available at: www.customwoodenbuildings.co.uk/bird-hides/).
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