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Follow in the footsteps of tin workers 
and miners as you walk along the 
route of a former tramway, past houses 
that developed during the Industrial 
Revolution and along footpaths through 
old pastures. 

Parking is available next to Heol 
Brown play area. 

2.4km Varied terrain with 
pavements and footpaths.

1 ��Children’s�Play�Area.�
2    Mill Terrace - Victorian 

houses built for 
Pantyffynnon Tinworks. 

3   Fferws Brook.
4     These damp pastures 

are home to curlews, 
frogs,�butterflies�and�
moths.  

5    The footpath follows 
a former tramway to 
the Wernos and Rhos 
collieries.

6    Take in great views of 
the Black Mountain, 
part of the Brecon 
Beacons National Park.
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Tycroes
Once a small hamlet, Tycroes has grown 
into a busy, thriving village in little more 
than a century. Back in 1900 there were 
fewer than 100 homes here. Now there 
are around a thousand. Tycroes gets its 
name from the house, Ty, that stood at 
the�centre�of�the�village.�It’s�a�popular�
place to live, set in attractive countryside 
with good road and rail links.   

Mill Terrace
Mill Terrace housed workers from 
Pantyffynnon Tinworks, a busy and 
successful business in the late 1800s. 
Carmarthenshire was world famous for 
its�tinworks,�supplying�America�with�tin�
for food canning industries. Pantyffynnon 
Tinworks were part of a group based 
in�the�Amman�Valley�and�there�were�
other works at Llanelli, Hendy and 
Pontarddulais. These industries thrived 
thanks to local supplies of coal and 
waterpower as well as easy access to 
rail transport. 

The Garden of Wales
Farming�is�central�to�Carmarthenshire’s�
landscape and the county is known as 
the�Garden�of�Wales.�There’s�a�long�
and distinguished history of small family 
farms rearing cattle and sheep on the 
upland pastures with arable crops and 
dairy farming in the fertile Loughour 
valley. Historically, barley, oats and 
wheat were the main crops, ground 
into�flour�and�animal�feed�at�local�mills�
on�the�rivers�and�streams.�They’re�still�
grown today.      

Black gold
Tycroes sprang into existence in the 
mid-1800s with the development of coal 
mining. Shallow shafts and drift mines 
were constructed at Mynydd Bach, 
extracting high-quality anthracite coal 
from�the�South�Wales�coalfield.�More�
small mines developed nearby, and a 
tramway was built to carry wagons of 
coal from the mines to the Wernos and 
Rhos collieries. This trail follows part of 
the former tramway route.

www.llanedi.org.uk/ty-croes

A patchwork of greens
Many�of�the�fields�and�pastures�
around Tycroes are marshy grassland 
full of rushes and purple moor grass. 
Technically�known�as�‘rhos’,�Welsh�
for�moor�or�moorland,�it’s�a�fantastic�
habitat for wildlife. Curlews and snipe 
hunt for small animals and insects in 
the�grassland�and�you’ll�often�hear�
skylarks�singing�as�they�fly�up�from�
the�ground.�The�colourful�flowers�
of ragged robin and gorse attract 
butterflies�and�other�insects.
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This project has been generously 
funded by the Mynydd y Betws 
Wind�Farm�Community�Benefit�Fund.

Find out more
• Llanedi Council: www.llanedi.org.uk/ty-croes 
•��Butterfly�Conservation:� 

www.butterfly-conservation.org/wales��
•��Caseau�Mynedd�Mawr�Butterfly�project: 

www.carmarthenshire.gov.wales/biodiversity
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