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Waterways and Wildlife 

This attractive trail through 
the village of Tycroes and 
surrounding countryside 
crosses two important 
watercourses – the Nant 
Arw and the Fferws Brook. 
Along the trail you’ll pass 
woodlands that are home to 
owls, goldcrests and crossbills 
before returning to the village.  
The trail can be walked in less 
than an hour and has great 
views towards the Brecon 
Beacons National Park. 

2.5km 
Varied terrain with 
pavements, tracks and 
footpaths.

1    History and wildlife with 
a mining dram, plough 
and wildflowers. 

2    Fferws Brook is the 
boundary of Llanedi 
Community Council. 

3   Brick arches channel the 
rivers under Cwmfferws 
Road. 

4    Nant Arw is home to 
lots of wildlife.

5   Low-lying fields are 
drained by the Fferws 
Brook. 

6   Owls, goldcrests and 
crossbills feed in this 
plantation.

7   Tycroes Primary School 
is at the heart of the 
village.

8   Tycroes Clock Tower 
- popular village 
landmark with buried 
time capsule.

9   Caersalem, late 19C 
Welsh Calvanistic 
Methodist Chapel.
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Celebrating our heritage
Tycroes’s mining and agricultural history 
are commemorated here. The Dancing 
Jenny was a dram (wagon) used in the 
drift mines. The plough helped farmers 
break up the soil for planting crops. As 
part of the National Lottery Heritage 
funded Tycroes Growing Together 
project, the nearby raised beds have 
been planted with herbs for you to 
forage.    

When coal was king
Tycroes village sprang into being as 
people came to work at the coal mines, 
which were developed here from the 
1800s. Shallow shafts and drift mines 
were dug to extract the rich anthracite 
coal of the South Wales Coalfield. Small 
mines were gradually replaced with 
bigger, deeper ones and by the early 
1900s, there were over 300 people 
working in the industry. Rhos Colliery 
Tramway carried coal from the Brown 
and Wernos Collieries. The mines were 
all closed by the end of the 1960s. 

American Dream
Have you heard about the local man 
who decided to sail to America to 
improve his life and fortune? He boldly 
set off in a small boat on the Ferrws 
Brook, heading for the River Loughor 
and out to sea in Carmarthen Bay. 
Sadly, but not unsurprisingly, he failed. 
However, his story lives on and the area 
by the bridge over the Fferws on Hendre 
Road is still known locally as Trobando 
Docks.      

Lovely lichens mean clean air
The footpath through the fields between 
Hendre Road and Pontardulais Road 
is fringed with trees covered with little 
lichens. Lichens are a fungus and an 
alga that live together. Lichens thrive in 
moist atmospheres and often grow on 
the west-facing tree trunks and branches 
that catch most of the rain. Lichens are 
sensitive to atmospheric pollution and the 
luxuriant lichen growth on trees around 
Tycroes indicates good air quality.

www.llanedi.org.uk/ty-croes

Wonderful wildlife
The conifer plantation near 
Pontarddulais Road offers valuable 
shelter and food for wildlife as well as 
a safe ‘corridor’ for animals to travel 
under the cover of vegetation. Tawny 
owls hunt here. Goldcrests, Britain’s 
smallest birds, live here too, building 
their tiny hanging nests from moss and 
spiders’ webs.

Ill
us

tra
tio

ns
 a

nd
 d

es
ig

n 
ar

tm
at

te
rs

st
ud

io
.c

o.
uk

   

This project has been generously 
funded by the Mynydd y Betws 
Wind Farm Community Benefit Fund.

Find out more
• Llanedi Council: www.llanedi.org.uk/ty-croes 
•  Coflein, online catalogue for historical heritage 

in Wales. www.coflein.gov.uk 
•  British Lichen Society:  

www.britishlichensociety.org.uk  
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