
Work, Rest and Play

A glimpse at the village, 
past, present and future. 
See how Tycroes works, 
rests, plays and prays. 
You’ll pass chapels, 
churches, schools, halls 
and clubs as well as 
much loved features like 
the village clock and 
time capsule.

4.5km 
Varied terrain.

1    Tycroes’ first mines 
were behind Bethesda 
Chapel.

2    Coopers play area. 
3   Tycroes Business 

Park is home to local 
companies. 

4   Tycroes Rugby Club - 
a vibrant club in the 
village since 1913. 

5   The Gospel Hall, also 
known as the Mission 
Hall, was built in 1932.

6   Tycroes Clock Tower - 
popular village 
landmark with buried 
time capsule.  

7   St Edmund’s Church in 
Wales was built in 

    1913-14.
8   Tycroes Village Hall was 

built in the 1930s.
9   Ysgol Tycroes – an 

active primary school 
with around 200 pupils.

www.llanedi.org.uk/ty-croes
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There are two trail options.
4a: 4.5km. Tracks & footpaths. 
 
4b: Alternative trail
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Chapels and churches
Tycroes, like most of South 
Wales, has a proud history of 
Nonconformist Christian groups, 
dating from the 19th Century. The first 
chapels here were built in the 1870s, 
Moriah Congregational Chapel in 1872 
and Caersalem Calvinistic Methodist 
Chapel in 1878. St Edmunds, Church in 
Wales, was built between 1913-14 and 
the Mission Hall or Gospel Hall was 
opened in 1932 by Plymouth Brethren 
Christian Church. Before the chapels and 
church were built, villagers had to walk 
to Ammanford, Saron or Capel Hendre, 
or to St Edith’s Parish Church in Llanedi.    

Learning curve
Schools were established to meet the 
demand of the growing village. The first 
school was based in Caersalem Chapel 
and was called the Vestry Fach (small 
vestry). This was followed by a National 
School, which ran from 1864 to 1904 
and was housed in the building that is 
now the Church Hall. There were two 
teachers and a pupil teacher. All lessons 
were taught in English.

               In 1904, a new school was 
             built on the current Ysgol  
           Tycroes site. In the 1930s and  
       1940s, when there were far fewer 
cars around, children played out on 
Penygarn Road. Cricket was a favourite 
game, using coats as ’wickets’. Play was 
interrupted twice a day, when the milk 
lorry came through and when ‘Jenkins 
the Plas’ drove past in his Jaguar car! 
Nowadays the popular and thriving 
village school, has its own enclosed 
playground.

Generating energy 
Today, instead of coal, the local 
landscape is producing a different kind 
of power, using sunlight and wind. Wales 
is working to generate more energy 
from renewable sources, to help combat 
climate change. Tycroes is part of the 
solution with the Clawdd Ddu solar farm 
and the turbines of Mynydd y Bettws 
Wind farm, both generating electricity 
for the National Grid.   

Tycroes Rugby club
Established in 1913, the first meetings 
of the club ‘officials’ took place in the 
Mountain Gate Public House. Since then, 
it has grown and thrived. Several local 
players have gone on to represent

www.llanedi.org.uk/ty-croes

Wales at Rugby Union.  Tycroes RFC 
also hosts popular and successful 
family fun days and musical events. 
These Parties on the Pitch attract 
thousands of people to see popular 
musicians and other performers. 

Trading places
As people moved to Tycroes to work 
in the mines and associated industries, 
the village grew in size. Inns, pubs, 
shops, banks and businesses opened 
to supply people with the things they 
wanted and needed. When the mines 
closed in the 1960s, new employment 
had to be found and local people 
adapted. Tycroes Industrial Park was 
created to meet the demand, 
housing a range of 
businesses including 
engineering, 
printing and even 
manufacturing 
organic mattresses. 
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Find out more
• Llanedi Council: www.llanedi.org.uk/ty-croes 
•  Coflein, online catalogue for historical heritage  

in Wales. www.coflein.gov.uk 
•  Mynydd Bettws Wind Farm:  

www.mynyddybetwswindfarm.co.uk 

© Peter Seccombe

© Peter Seccombe

This project has been generously funded by the Mynydd y 
Betws Wind Farm Community Benefit Fund.


